Solving the problem of the adverse impact of human numbers on the natural environment is a collective action problem and, if we are to understand it fully, we need good interdisciplinary research which includes work by demographers and sociologists. A number of factors inhibit this work in Australia: narrow disciplinary training; the scarcity of extrinsic rewards; and, as population growth has come to depend on immigration, the risk of peer disapproval. There is also little encouragement for such research from political leaders or the public. Indeed survey data show that the more Australians worry about the state of the environment the more likely they are to want a higher migrant intake.
INTRODUCTION
While some may disagree, it is fair to say that population pressures on natural resources pose serious problems both for nations and for the world as a whole. Of course rates of per capita consumption, the kinds of technology we use, and patterns of social organisation matter too. Population size and growth are not the only causes of environmental stress but demography may be crucial because it is a multiplier.
There are sceptics who doubt that population growth poses an environmental problem in Australia (Castles et al., 1998; Vizard et al., 2003) , though others have argued that the negative association between population growth and environmental stress is well established (Birrell & Birrell, 1987; Boyden et al., 1990; Cocks, 1996; Foran & Poldy, 2002; Hamilton, 2002) . But apart from some of the work mentioned above, serious empirical research on the question is unusual.
This paper is not concerned with evaluating the validity of the arguments for and against population growth in Australia, but rather with the degree to which Australian demographers and sociologists are paying attention to the problem.
As a sociologist who focuses on demographic issues, I want to pose two questions: How do Australian demographers and sociologists see the population/environment nexus? And what do we need to see for us all to work on it effectively? I am concentrating on work done in Australia because restricting the problem to one nation alone makes it more manageable, and also because this limitation is relevant to possible solutions. The reason for this latter claim will be clearer when we consider preserving the environment as a large-scale collective-action problem and the best organisational level for solving such problems.
AUSTRALIAN DEMOGRAPHERS
Full-time professional demographers in Australia are rare and most of them work in the government sector (the Australian Bureau of Statistics [ABS] and State and Local Government planning departments) where their capacity to do independent research is limited. The Australian Population Association (APA) is their professional association. Of the 207 Australia-based delegates who attended the Association's biennial conference in Sydney 2002, 52% were employed in Federal, State or Local Government departments, while only 36% were affiliated with
